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KEY POINTS 
 

GOLD MINING A THREAT TO WATER, 
REPORT WARNS 

 
 
Where is the exploration expected to begin in the Tatamagouche area? The closure 
area includes approximately half of the French River Watershed. The core area of 
interest is in the middle of the closure area in the heart of the watershed. Not all of the 
closure area  
 

 
 
What are the major threats to the watershed from exploration or mining? The 
primary threats result from exposing minerals which are below the surface of the 
ground to air and water, which can form acid, known as acid mine drainage. There are 
also risks of leaching arsenic, antimony and mercury into the water system. 
 



What is acid mine drainage and what are its impacts?  Acid mine drainage forms 
when minerals from underground are exposed to the air and water. These minerals 
form acid which mixes with water and can kill or restrict invertebrates and fish.  
 
When will the Request for Proposals (RFP) be issued? Department of Natural 
Resources indicates that the RFP for exploration will be released in the later 
summer/early fall.  
 
Are the challenges associated with the French River project unique? We are not 
aware of any other efforts that the NS Government is promoting in designated 
watersheds. However, mining is permitted in watersheds in Nova Scotia, so it is likely 
that exploration is happening, possibly without the knowledge of municipalities.  
 
Does the regulatory process protect water and watersheds in the exploration 
process?  The risks of exploration activities both on specific watersheds and 
cumulatively on ecosystems or the Province as a whole have not been evaluated. 
Permits are required for specific exploration activities but this process is not public and 
therefore can not be evaluated. Exploration activities are monitored to some degree on 
crown lands but not on private lands.  
 
What are the economic impacts of mining?  We are not aware of any substantive 
analysis of the net economic impacts of mining in Nova Scotia. We believe that mining is 
likely to have net negative impacts on the North Shore and have unsuccessfully 
requested that the NS Government undertake a study prior to allowing exploration to 
evaluate whether or not mining is actually in the public interest.  


