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GOLD MINING A THREAT TO WATER, REPORT 
WARNS 

 
Halifax- July 5- Mineral exploration and gold mining could contaminate pristine watersheds on the North 
Shore of Nova Scotia with acid and other heavy metals, according to a report released today. 
 
Sustainable Northern Nova Scotia (SuNNS) commissioned an expert, Dr. Ann Maest from Boulder, Colorado 
to evaluate the impacts of exploration and mining on the French River watershed. Dr Maest has studied the 
environmental impacts of these types of mines around the world and was a research geochemist in the U.S. 
Geological Survey.  
 
 “We were shocked that the NS Government was promoting mining in the water source for the Village of 
Tatamagouche,” said John Perkins, a member of SuNNS from Warwick Mountain. “We haven’t found any other 
examples of a mine in a municipal watershed in Canada as the risks are too great.”  In a seperate two-year 
study of 25 major mines in the US, Dr. Maest found that 90% of environmental impact studies 
underestimated the impacts to water quality if the mines were near water.  
 
Dr. Maest identified the potential for acid mine drainage and the leaching of arsenic, antimony and mercury 
into the watershed. These impacts could contaminate the French River, which is used for drinking by the 
Village of Tatamagouche and by nearby residents with wells. The French River is also one of a few rivers in NS 
with a healthy population of Atlantic salmon. 
 
Dr. Maest’s analysis indicates that more study is required to better understand the risks before exploration 
activity proceeds. This process requires at least two years, a timeline that is in conflict with the NS 
Government’s intent to request proposals from exploration companies later in the summer.  
 
“I have been a witness to the negative impacts of mining by several Canadian companies throughout 
Guatemala for the last 14 years and it never once occurred to me that similar projects might take place in 
Nova Scotia,” said Kathryn Anderson, a SuNNS member from Tatamagouche. “ All communities in NS that are 
experiencing exploration and mining activity need to be concerned.”  
 
Beyond Tatamagouche’s drinking water supply area, the proposed exploration area includes seven 
watersheds, which influence two major bodies of water (Northumberland Strait and the Bay of Fundy), and 
potentially over thirty communities. 
 
“Dr. Maest indicated that the water sample results for the French River were some of the cleanest water she 
had ever seen,” said Gregor Wilson, a member of SuNNS from Wentworth. “Much of this same area is thriving 
with success stories like Tatamagouche, Masstown and Wentworth, and the high quality of the water and 
nature are at the heart of that success. Mining is simply an incompatible activity.”  
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For more information:  
John Perkins, johnperkinsart@gmail.com 
902 657 0406 
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About SuNNS 
Sustainable Northern Nova Scotia is a group of concerned citizens on the North Shore that has a collective 
vision and strategy to encourage sustainable, locally driven community and economic development. SuNNS 
has the following goals:  

1. Be a voice for sustainable development on the North Shore 
2. Encourage and promote an environmentally friendly economy 
3. Oppose industry that threatens our natural and lived environment 

 
About Dr. Ann Maest 
Dr. Ann Maest is an aqueous geochemist with Buka Environmental in Boulder, Colorado, USA. She has over 
25 years of research and professional experience and specializes in the environmental effects of hardrock 
mining, the fate and transport of natural and anthropogenic contaminants, and geochemical testing methods 
for mine wastes. She has evaluated more than 150 Environmental Impact Statements for large-scale mines in 
the United States, Latin America, Asia, and Africa and provides training to government agencies and 
communities on EIS evaluation, the environmental effects of mining, and best practices. The results of her 
research have been published in peer-reviewed journals including Applied Geochemistry, Canadian Journal of 
Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences, Chemical Geology, Applied and Environmental Microbiology, and Environmental 
Science and Technology. After completing her PhD, Dr. Maest was a research geochemist in the U.S. Geological 
Survey’s National Research Program, where she conducted research on metal-organic interactions, metal and 
metalloid speciation, and redox geochemistry in surface water and groundwater systems. She has served on 
several National Academy of Sciences committees and a Board related to earth resources and has been an 
invited speaker at universities and national and international fora, including presenting on technical 
challenges and solutions for the mining sector at the United Nations. Ann holds a PhD in geochemistry and 
water resources from Princeton University. 
 


